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Welcome
This months issue covers ßying 
into new airports for the Þrst 
time. While each airport looks 
similar on a approach chart, 
each has itÕs own nuances, and 
local practices.

Check out our Free Downloads 
Box on page 3. Expect monthly 
links to free manuals, guides, 
and software at a pilots 
favorite price, free.

Safe Flying
!         Ruben Alconero

INSTRUCTOR’S
WING

UNFAMILIAR PLACES
Downtown  Manhattan  appeared  in  my  side  window as  our  Boeing 

banked  to the right. A few moments later we were  cleared to descend out of 
FL 190 to 12,000 feet. “American 268 turn right heading 180, expect the VOR 
13L  approach.  It  had  been  a  while  since  I  had  Llown  this  approach.  Until 
recently  I  had  been  based  in  Miami  Llying  trips  to  Central  and  South 
America.     In January I returned to my airline’s NY base. The Captain on  the 
trip was Boston based and had never Llown this approach.
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             Aviation Safety Reporting System

! The FAA instituted a voluntary ASRP on April 30, 

1975, designed to encourage the identiÞcation and reporting of  

deÞciencies and discrepancies in the aviation system.


 To ensure anonymity and enhance the effectiveness of  the 
program NASA designed and administers the current ASRS.

! The ASRS website is packed with valuable 
information. The website contains a database that can be 
searched, a monthly safety reporter available for viewing, and the 
ability to Þle a report electronically. Check it out!

http://asrs.arc.nasa.gov/

INSTRUCTOR’S WING

http://www.faasafety.gov/

documents/Wings_Manual.pdf
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ASRS report narratives frequently contain references 
to a “little voice” that offers timely advice. The voice, 
of course, resides within the mind of the reporter and 
is usually the voice of experience or sometimes just the 
“vocalization” of a gut feeling. While it is possible to 
get through some situations despite what a little voice 
is telling us, the following reports show that the voice 
usually has something important to say.

“I Heard the Voice of   
  One of  My Instructors”
Good lessons from flight instructors have a way of 
staying in the minds of good aviators. In the case of this 
Piper Cherokee pilot, a little voice from the past got him 
refocused on the task at hand and prevented a marginal 
situation from getting much worse.

!   ...I departedÉeastbound for [my] destination in clear 
weather. Approaching the airport, a cloudbank was 
visible moving in from the southwest at about 2,000 
feet. I ßew over the clouds looking for a hole, but none 
was foundÉ. Ducking under the clouds proved futile 
since the ceiling continued to drop as I got closer to [the 
airport]. At half the normal pattern altitude and without 
a Special VFR clearance, I decided to head back west 
to [the departure airport]. I made a right turn for the 
shortest route, but unfortunately that took us into the 
cloudbank. Continuing the turn would have kept us in 
the clouds too long and a belated left turn now would 
have us headed out over the Atlantic in IMC, so the only 
option was to climb to the cloud tops, which I knew were 
at about 2,000 feet. I became concerned that someone 
might have gotten an IFR release and that I might be on 
his heading and altitude, so I decided to clear the area as 
quickly as possible, which meant to climb. 

After what seemed like an eternity, I heard the voice 
of one of my instructors telling me to stop looking at 

the white ßuff outside the windscreen and to scan my 
instruments. I saw the airspeed indicator slicing through 
60 knots and quickly began recovering from my unusual 
attitude. After returning the aircraft to a normal climb, 
we cleared the clouds and landed without incident. 

Making that right turn to save a few minutes of ßight time 
could have been disastrous, but having paid attention to 
good ßight instructors in the past gave the little voice in 
my head a chance to bring me back to the job at hand.

“The Little Voice in the Back of       
 My Head Started Getting Louder” 
An Air Traffic Controller missed a potentially critical 
altitude error, but was set straight by a little voice that 
grew loud enough to get some attention.
 
!   The pilot of aircraft X had requested direct to the 
ABCDE Þx for the RNAV (GPS) RWY 31 approach with 
the intent of [making] two turns in the holding pattern 
then a touch-and-go and on to ZZZ. When I assumed the 
sector, the aircraft was already [proceeding] direct and 
descending to 8,000 feet. In the chart book for the low 
sector, the ILS 31 and the GPS 31 plates face each other 
and both use [a common fix] as part of the approach. On 
the ILS it is the IAF (Initial Approach Fix); on the GPS it 
is the point after the IAF. The MVA (Minimum Vectoring 
Altitude) in the sector as a whole is 3,000 feet, with some 
areas higher due to antennas. One such higher area is 
located southeast of the airport just beyond ABCDE, with 
an MVA of 3,600 feet. After a quick glance at the chart 
(where I might have viewed the ILS plan view by mistake), 
I cleared the ßight to maintain 3,000 feet until ABCDE.  

As the ßight progressed toward the Þx, the little voice in 
the back of my head started getting louder. Just how can 
the holding pattern at ABCDE (which is to the southeast) 
be at 3,000 feet when there is an antenna there? I picked 
up the approach plates and immediately identiÞed 
my error. The aircraft was climbed to 3,600 feet with 
an apology and an explanation. The pilot admitted to 
missing the altitude error as well. The aircraft climbed 
in time to ßy the pattern at the published altitude, but it 
was much closer than I would have liked.

The reporter went on to explain how fatigue and 
scheduling factors may have influenced this incident. 
These are two concerns that have been the subject of 
continuing study by industry and the FAA. Staying 
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Next Issue: iPilot

The iPad and iPhone have 

revolutionized  the way pilots ßy.

We will take a look at the iPad 
being used by airlines, corporate 

ßight departments, ßight instructors, 
and general aviation pilots.

LetÕs review what the FAA expects 
of electronic ßight bags and charts 
in Advisory Circular 91-78.

Tailwinds and Blue Skies

INSTRUCTOR’S WING

Fatigued... There 
is an  app for that.

Fatigue has been responsible for a few 
major accidents 
with commercial 
air carriers. 

General Aviation 
is not immune 
and has suffered 

its own  fair share.
     Jeppesen has 
teamed up with 

Boeing in a joint 
safety initiative 

addressing crew alertness and fatigue.
As aircraft range and capabilities 

increase, global flight operations become 
more complex, crew alertness and fatigue 
are now more important than ever.

Based on the Boeing Alertness Model, 
http://www.boeing.com/commercial/
flightops/pdf/192662_Alertness_09-10.pdf     

a mathematical model for alertness 
Crewalert is the first iphone app of  its kind 
to put this scientific knowledge in the palm 
of  your hand.    $19.99 .

Ask the Instructor-

Do you have a question you would 
like answered in the next issue? 
Please contact:

Ruben Alconero  AAßyer@mac.com

 

Advisory 
Circular 

  

Subject:  Use of Class 1 or Class 2 
Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) 

Date:  07/20/07 
Initiated b y: AFS-800 

AC No: 91-78 

1. PURPOSE. This advisory circular (AC) provides aircraft owners, operators, and pilots 
operating aircraft under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 91, with 
information for removal of paper aeronautical charts and other documentation from the cockpit 
through the use of either portable or installed cockpit displays (electronic flight bags (EFB)). 

2. APPLICABILITY. This AC is applicable to instrument flight rules (IFR) or visual flight 
rules (VFR), preflight, flight, and post flight operations conducted under part 91, unless 
prohibited by a specific section of 14 CFR chapter I. 

3. TITLE 14 CFR REFERENCES AND RELATED READING MATERIALS (current 
editions). 

a. Part 91. 

(1) Section 91.21, Portable electronic devices (Subpart A-General). 

(2) Section 91.103, Preflight action (Subpart B-Flight Rules). 

(3) Section 91.503, Flying equipment and operating information (Subpart F-Large and 
Turbine-Powered Multiengine Airplanes and Fractional Ownership Program Aircraft). 

(4) Section 91.1033, Operating information required (Subpart K-Fractional Ownership 
Operations). 

b. ACs. 

(1) AC 91-21.1B, Use of Portable Electronic Devices Aboard Aircraft. 

(2) AC 120-76A, Guidelines for the Certification, Airworthiness, and Operational 
Approval of Electronic Flight Bag Computing Devices. 

c. Miscellaneous. 

(1) FAA Notice N 8200.98, Electronic Flight Bag Job Aid. 
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