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Welcome

Happy New Year!
Instructor’s Wing  has over 
300 readers and reaches as 
far as India and now Norway.

I hope you enjoy this issue on 
Automation Management. It is 
a broad subject that I am just 
touching the surface of, so 
expect future articles that are 
more specific to this subject.

Tailwinds,
!         Ruben Alconero

INSTRUCTOR’S

WING
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INSTRUCTOR’S WING
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             CFIT-Controlled flight into Terrain 

! According to Boeing Controlled Flight into Terrain   

leads all other air transport  accident types. It has been a primary 

loss  of  aircraft and human life since the inception of  commercial 

aviation. From general aviation to commercial airline flights 

roughly nine-thousands lives have been lost. Below is a link to a 

tool kit set up by the Flight Safety Foundation to better understand 

CFIT and how not to become a statistic

http://www.mtc.gob.pe/portal/transportes/aereo/

aeronauticacivil/alar_tool_kit/start.pdf

INSTRUCTOR’S WING

http://www.faa.gov/library/

manuals/aviation/media/FAA-

H-8083-6.pdf
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Next Issue:       Having a Plan C

The sky was dark, thunderstorms 

made themselves known near the 

airfield. As we turned on to final a 

flash of lightening struck the ground 

ahead of us.

The runway lights  disappeared, 

communication with the tower and 

approach control were gone.

As we executed our missed 

approach it was clear we did not 

have the fuel to make it to our 

alternate. It was time for Plan C..

Till next month Safe Flying.

INSTRUCTOR’S WING

Ask the instructor
At what altitude can you see

the curvature of  the earth?

You can actually 

see proof of the 

curvature by 

simply standing 

on the shore of a 

beach and watch 

a ship sail into 

the distance, the last thing you see 

is the sail as it disappears into the 

horizon.

 I have noticed while flying 

some curvature at around 40,000 

feet, faint but evident. However it 

appears that 60,000 feet is the 

altitude one can start to see 

substantial curvature on the 

horizon. 

 Here is a link to a site you 

can view the earth from different 

altitudes and positions from space. 

/$$2dbb...B#(9&,+31GB'/bb'-+X

G+)b9)'BBB,-i3%1&$/B%@+#

Ask the Instructor-

Do you have a question you would 

like answered in the next issue? 

Please contact:

Ruben Alconero  AAflyer@mac.com
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